B y S i r J a m e s S t u b b l e f i e l d , F .R .S . E r r o l I v o r W h i t e , a fo rm e r K e e p e r o f P alaeo n to lo g y at th e B ritish M u s e u m (N a tu ra l H isto ry ), was fo r over sixty years an o u tsta n d in g rese a rc h w o rk er s tu d y in g all g ro u p s o f fossil fishes, especially th o se fo u n d in th e O ld R ed S a n d sto n e and late S ilu rian strata. By using chem ical so lu tio n tec h n iq u es, he ad d ed an ato m ical know ledge to the su b sta n tia l m o rp h o lo g ic a l and tax o n o m ic know ledge he h ad o b tain e d of som e of th e fishes he stu d ie d . L ike his p red ecesso r, S ir A rth u r S m ith W o o d w ard , F .R .S ., W h ite m ade ste rlin g efforts to m ake th e M u s e u m 's collections re p re se n ta tiv e of every w o rld -im p o rta n t fauna or flora. By his ow n physical lab o u rs in M ad ag ascar, S p itsb e rg e n , the W elsh b o rd e r co u n ties a n d S o u th W ales, he c o n trib u te d to th a t aim ; his p u b lish e d stu d ies ran g ed over all fish -b earin g geological system s and they to u ch e d on each of th e c o n tin e n ts. In th e realm s of n a tu ra l p h ilo so p h y , w hereas W h ite accep ted th a t, th ro u g h tim e, o rg an ism s show a succession of c re a tu re s of in creasingly m o d e rn aspect, fro m his w ork on fossil fishes he fo u n d th a t d ire c t linkages b etw een the fish g ro u p s w ere m issin g or faulty (115)*. In the later years of his K e e p e rsh ip he in itia ted th e creatio n of an a d ju n c t to th e M u se u m b u ild in g to p ro v id e for the en larg ed collections and in creased staff; also he so u g h t and gained financial approval for the m o d e rn iz a tio n of th e display in the M u s e u m 's fossil m am m al gallery.
E a r l y y e a r s E rro l W h ite was b o rn at W o o d b e rry D ow n in n o rth L o n d o n on 30 Ju n e 1901. H is fath er, Felix E rn e st W h ite, was a w idow er, aged 33 years, w ith a sm all son and d a u g h te r, w hen he m arrie d L ilian E m m a D aniels. Felix, a c o m fo rtab ly -o ff B orough M a rk e t m erc h an t, was the second son of Felix D u p p a W h ite, an A ssistan t C o n tro ller of the G en eral P ost Office. E rro l's m o th e r was the eldest of tw elve su rviving ch ild ren of Jo sep h D aniels, a w ealthy S pitalfields m erc h a n t w ith a farm in C am -b rid g e sh ire . E rro l w as th e y o u n g e r o f tw o sons of th e second m arriag e; his e ld e r b ro th e r d ied in 1968 aged 72.
E rro l, in his P erso n al R e c o rd , sta te d th a t his c h ild h o o d w as h a p p y b u t re stric te d a n d d u ll. H e did n o t h ear of his fa th e r 's p rev io u s m arria g e u n til he was 16 years old. A lth o u g h he got on well w ith his h a lf-siste r and b ro th e rs, b ein g five years y o u n g e r th a n his n e x t eld est b ro th e r, he felt isolated b ecau se o th e r c h ild re n w ere seld o m in v ited to his hom e and he was n o t e n c o u ra g e d to visit elsew here.
H e recalled also an early in te re st in o rn ith o lo g y , w h ich su b je c t he later listed in W ho's Who as a h o b b y ; he sta te d th a t th e G re a t C re ste d G re b e w as said to have had its first L o n d o n n e stin g in th e N ew R iv er R eservoirs, ju s t so u th of th e W h ite 's h o m e, an d E rro l re m e m b e re d as a sm all boy 'b e in g taken th ere to see a n est m ade of w eeds, cu rio u sly h a lf su b m e rg e d in th e w a te r.' A m o n g o th e r early m em o rie s, W h ite reco llected th a t at a local 'm a r m 's ' school he was w o rrie d by p a rsin g and long d ivision, and these rem a in e d b lin d sp o ts w ith h im for a long tim e. H o w ev er, w h e n n ine years old, he jo in e d his tw o e ld e r b ro th e rs at H ig h g a te School, sp e n d in g his first tw o years in the p re p a ra to ry school, C h o lm eley L o d g e. T h e jo u rn e y to school took a b o u t \ \ h o u rs; b e tw e en tw o w alking spells th e re was a tra m -jo u rn e y to F in s b u ry P ark and fro m th ere by tra in to H ig h g a te sta tio n . D e sp ite E r ro l's co m p la in t th a t m u c h o f his life was sp e n t tra v e llin g to and from school o r w ork (he calcu lated th a t he had sp e n t a to tal of 2 \ years in p u b lic tra n s p o rt), it is likely th a t his g eneral h ealth b en efited from th e accessory w alking involved.
A t school, W h ite felt th a t his in h e re n t shyness re su lte d in a dislike of m eetin g stra n g e rs, w h ich he claim ed stayed w ith h im th ro u g h o u t his life. H e gained no d istin c tio n at gam es an d little at sch o larsh ip . H e was reasonably good at G e rm a n and L a tin b u t no prizes cam e his way a lth o u g h , u n ex p ected ly , he ac q u ired one fo r d raw ing; th is surely was th e h a rb in g e r of the proficiency of the h u n d re d s of d raw in g s th a t he m ad e to illu strate his scientific p a p e rs later in life. In his final year at school he becam e a S en io r F o u n d a tio n e r and took th e school S cience P rize, w hich m ea n t c h e m istry and physics.
H av in g m atric u la te d at L o n d o n U n iv e rsity in S e p te m b e r 1917, he e n te re d K in g 's C ollege, L o n d o n , in O c to b e r 1918 w ith th e in te n tio n of taking a degree in ch em istry ; he p ro p o se d read in g first-y ear c h e m istry , physics and m ath e m a tic s b u t he lacked a fo u rth su b ject for th e in te r m ediate science exam . T h is cam e to be geology follow ing a sug g estio n from a g irl-frie n d w ho had e n te re d K .C .L . in th e p rev io u s year; she c o m m e n d ed the head of the geology d e p a rtm e n t as 'an old d e a r'. W h ite w ent to see W . T . G o rd o n , at th a t tim e only a le c tu re r (he becam e P rofessor in 1921), and his w elcom e in d u ce d one of the c lim ac teric events in W h ite 's life for it changed his goal and he pro ceed ed to his second year for h o n o u rs geology w ith su b sid iary c h e m istry . T h e K .C .L . B.Sc. H o n o u rs G eology course th e n c o m p rised stra tig ra p h y , ta u g h t by A. K . W ells (1889-1980) w ho also d e a lt w ith p e tro lo g y , w hereas p a la e o n tology received relatively m eagre a tte n tio n . It was ta u g h t by W . T . G o rd o n w hose lectu res fascin ated W h ite b u t n early b ro u g h t him 'd isa ster in th e finals, for th e a d v an ced kno w led g e a c q u ire d so readily of fossils was ju s t n o t e x p ected in th e final ex am in atio n s (Ju n e 1921) and m in eralo g y and s e d im e n ta ry p e tro lo g y revision had been neg lected . . . how ever I a c q u ire d a 2nd class-th ey p ro b a b ly d id n 't have u p p e rs and low ers in th o se days, b u t th e only one above m e in th e U n iv e rsity was S. W . W o o ld rid g e (1900-1963, later F .R .S .) .' L a u re n c e D u d le y S ta m p (1896-1966, k n ig h te d 1965), th en only rec e n tly d em o b ilized from th e arm y, w as th e class's d e m o n stra to r. H a v in g gained th e T e n n a n t P rize, W h ite te m p o ra rily succeeded S tam p as a d e m o n s tra to r b u t only for a te rm , the post being taken over by W o o ld rid g e. In th e late s u m m e r o f 1921 W h ite a tte n d e d a G e o lo g ists' A sso ciatio n long ex cu rsio n to B elgium w hich had b een org an ized by S ta m p . O n th a t ex cu rsio n he m et th e K e e p e r of G eology of the B ritish R. Cox (1897 R. Cox ( -1965 , bivalves and g astro p o d s. W h ite was p u t to w ork in a com m unal w orkroom w ith no in d iv id u al assistant; he was to ld to m ake a c a rd -in d e x of th e fossil-fish collection of w hich 12 500 or m o re th en h ad reg iste red n u m b e rs . H is L in n e a n Society o b itu a ris t states th a t it w as d e c id e d th a t at a p r e a rra n g e d tim e each w eek, W h ite w ould receive in stru c tio n in fossil fishes from S m ith W o o d w a rd . T h is and th e c a rd -in d e x cre a tio n p ro v id e d W h ite w ith an excellent p o s t-g ra d u a te e d u catio n ; th e c a rd -in d e x took h im several years to co m p lete for it was th re e fo ld ; generic, stra tig rap h ic al and g eo graphical. S m ith W o o d w a rd re tire d in 1924 sadly n ev er to e n te r th e b u ild in g again, th o u g h he was c o -a u th o r w ith W h ite of th re e fu rth e r p a p e rs (5, 15, 32) 
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In the sp rin g of 1929 W . P. E ow e (1870-1948), w ho was in charge of the B .M .(N .H .)'s B ird R oom , suggested to W . D . L ang, th en K ee p e r of G eology, th at a m em b e r of the G eology staff sh o u ld be ad d ed to the jo in t A n g lo -F re n c h -A m e ric a n e x p ed itio n being p lan n e d to collect b ird s in M ad ag ascar; it was p ro p o se d th a t th e geologist sh o u ld look for fossil b ird s in th e P leisto cen e d e p o sits. L a n g ag reed a n d as W . E. S w in to n (1 9 0 0 -), th e n in c h arg e o f fossil b ird s , did n o t w an t to go, th e jo b was offered to W h ite , w hose g eneral acco u n t of his ex p erien ces in M ad ag ascar (14) is well w o rth read in g . E ig h t m e m b e rs of th e V e rn a y -A rc h b o ld E x p e d itio n , as it w as called, left E n g la n d in A p ril 1929 and W h ite , along w ith C olin W e b b w ho was d e sig n a ted to collect live lem u rs for the L o n d o n Z oo, left in M ay, a rriv in g in A n ta n a n a riv o , th e capital of M ad ag ascar, in Ju n e . A fter tw o days the m ain ex p e d itio n w en t a b o u t its b u sin ess, hav in g p u t W h ite in to u ch w ith a co llecto r w ho h ad assisted in a p rev io u s P leistocene foray; to g e th e r th e tw o a rra n g e d for p ro v isio n s and tra n s p o rt and w ith som e help as to the ro u te from th e U .S . C o n su l, set off 600 m iles so u th w e stw a rd s. A ., G re e n la n d and S p itsb e rg en . H e re tu rn e d to E ng lan d in Ja n u ary 1930. As far as I know , W h ite n ev er offered a p a p e r on fossil b ird s a lth o u g h , on 23 Ju n e 1959, he did achieve p u b licatio n , u n d e r the h eading 'R egrets to e g re ts', of a lette r to th e e d ito r of The Times w hich read 'W h a t. O sp rey feath ers from ospreys? O tem p o ra " O aves" .' O l d R e d S a n d s t o n e a n d U p p e r S i l u r i a n f i s h e s In 1929, before leaving for M adagascar, W h ite had assisted E. A. Stensio (later F o r.M e m .R .S .) of the R iksm useet, S tockholm , in m aking a rra n g e m e n ts to b o rro w B ritish C ep h alasp id m aterial from various m u seu m s and to exam ine in L o n d o n such ty p e-sp ecim en s as w ere unavailable for loan. Stensio (1891 Stensio ( -1984 had p ro d u ced in 1927 an e p o c h -m a k in g m em o ir on the C e p h a lasp id s of S p itsb e rg e n , and w h en his m a n u s c rip t of th e sim ilarly d istin g u ish e d m o n o g ra p h on th e Cephalaspids of Great Britain (1932) a rriv ed at B .M .(N .H .) in 1931, W h ite was asked to act as e d ito r and to add to th e tex t stra tig ra p h ic a l details of the o c c u rre n ce s of th e vario u s taxa d e scrib ed . W h ereas in th e 19th c e n tu ry , w h en m o st of th is C ep h a lasp id m aterial h ad b een co llected , th ere w ere m an y local geologists kno w led g eab le of th e O ld R ed S a n d sto n e of th e E n g lis h -W e ls h b o rd e r co u n ties, by th e 1930s W . W ick h am K in g (1 8 62-1959) of H agley, W o rc e ste rsh ire , w as th e only such p e rso n ex tan t. F u rth e rm o re , K in g (1925) h ad fo rm u la te d a stra tig ra p h ic a l succession fro m th e L u d lo w B one Bed into th e O ld R ed S a n d sto n e . H e readily placed his know ledge and collections at S te n sio 's and W h ite 's disposal and th e frie n d sh ip th u s in itia te d b o re fu rth e r fru it w h en W h ite later took up the stu d y of P te ra sp id s. As a b y -p ro d u c t of S te n sio 's w ork, W h ite a rra n g e d w ith V ern o n E d w ard s to p ro d u ce , as aids to p o p u la r science, m o d e l-re sto ra tio n s of various C e p h a lasp id s and these w ere used by T h a t year p ro d u c e d a n o th e r lan d m a rk in W h ite 's career. G . H . Jack, th en C o u n ty S u rv e y o r for H e re fo rd sh ire and a frie n d of W ick h am K ing, d isco v ered plates (aspids) of th e O ld R ed S a n d sto n e fish, Pteraspis in a ro ad sto n e q u a rry at W ayne H e rb e rt, n e a r N e w to n , H e re fo rd sh ire . H e s u b m itte d these to B .M .(N .H .) and W h ite , th in k in g th ey b elo n g ed to a new species, offered to describ e th em if Jack p re se n te d th em to B .M . (N .H .) . N o t only did Jack agree to th is b u t he sent fu rth e r sp le n d id m aterial. W h ite 's e n th u sia sm was such th a t for six successive years T o o m b s and he w ent to the w est c o u n try and S o u th W ales search in g O ld R ed S a n d sto n e q u a rrie s and rock exposures; th ey collected P te ra sp id s and C ep h alasp id s, in ad d itio n to Pterygotus and o th e r fossils. W h ite (23) th an k e d the T ru s te e s of th e G o d m a n M em o rial E x p lo ra tio n F u n d w ho, th ro u g h M . A. C. H in to n , F . R .S . (1883-1961) , en ab led T o o m b s and h im to 'w ork on a far m ore a m b itio u s scale th a n w ould oth erw ise have been p o ssib le '; in fact th e ir in te rest grew from m ere collecting and biological d e scrip tio n into th e realm s of b io stra tig ra p h y and palaeoecology. As W h ite succinctly p u t it in his P erso n al R ecord, his 1935 p a p e r on Pteraspis (23) set h im on his 'scientific feet . . . and fro m th a t tim e, in th e O ld R ed I fo u n d m y chief in te rest and sa tisfa c tio n '.
It had long b een in ferred th a t dorsal and v e n tra l plates fo rm ed th e fro n t p a rt of Pteraspis b u t a lth o u g h h u n d re d s had been fo u n d in E u ro p e and N o rth A m erica, the n a tu re of the h in d p a rt was co n jectu ral. W h ite in his 1935 p a p e r (23) d e m o n stra te d and illu strate d the shape of the w hole anim al in clu d in g its p o ste rio r p a rt, and he co rre c te d earlier erro n e o u s resto ra tio n s by show ing th a t the long, sup p o sed ly hetero cercal, tail sh ould really be reversed heterocercal or hypocercal. H e listed all the know n species of Pteraspis and red e sc rib e d the ty p e-sp ecies, P . rostrata (A gassiz) and also P. crouchi L a n k e ste r, allo catin g five varieties to the fo rm e r and tw o to th e latter. A d d itio n a lly , he red e sc rib e d th e S co ttish species P. m i t c h e l l i P ow rie and ere c te d th re e new species in clu d in g P. jackana, and th e stra tig ra p h ic a lly ea rlie r E n g lish species, P. leathensis.
W h ite was re lu c ta n t to recognize su b g e n e ra th o u g h he su b se q u e n tly ch a n g ed th a t o p in io n . C o n sid e rin g the v arious su b d iv isio n s of the A g n a th a g ro u p , W h ite claim ed th a t each b ra n c h e d fro m a h y p o th etic a l m ain stem , no n e giving rise d ire c tly to a n o th e r. H e w ro te ten o r m ore p a p e rs d ealing w ith P te ra sp id s; in 1938 (30) he d escrib ed tw o new taxa fro m S o u th W ales; one of th ese was an ally of P. dunensis (R oem er), a species o c c u rrin g in the U p p e r S ieg en ian -L o w er E m sian of G e rm a n y and B elgium , and th u s he in fe rre d th a t th e W elsh stra ta w ere y o u n g er th a n p rev io u sly su p p o sed . In 1950 he p ro d u c e d (62) his revised view of th e stratal succession of th e E n g lish and W elsh L o w er O ld Red S a n d sto n e faunas; he co n c lu d e d th a t th ey w ere of fre sh w a ter origin sp asm o d ically in tro d u c e d into b rack ish w ater. T h e n in 1956 he show ed (84) th a t th e A nglo-W elsh faunal succession could be co m p a red w ith th a t in n o rth e rn F ran ce, B elgium and SW G e rm a n y and th u s he v alidated the first zonal succession to be based on fishes. A n a p p re c ia tio n of W h ite 's analysis of c h a ra c te rs used in classification o f P te ra sp id s w as given by T a rlo in 1961, w ho in the sam e p a p e r assigned P. dunensis to the sy n o n y m y of R hinopteraspiscornubica (M cC oy).
C e p h a lasp id s w ere w orked on by W h ite for som e fifty years. W ith im p e tu s gained from S te n sio 's 1932 m em o ir, W h ite (24) p ro d u ce d a d e sc rip tio n of Cephalaspis j a c k i , a sp ecim en collected by J. H . Jack being m ade ho lo ty p e. A p a rt fro m references to C ep h alasp id s in the in te rv en in g years, W h ite in 1958 (91) red e sc rib e d th e ty p e-sp ecies of Cephalaspis, C. lyelli A gassiz 1835, the h o lotype of w hich, in th e 1930s, S tensio was n o t allow ed to b o rro w . In this d e sc rip tio n W h ite show ed th a t the c h a ra c te r of the o ralo -b ra n c h ia l c h a m b e r falls w ith in S te n sio 's fam ily Z en asp id ae and th a t the generic nam e Zenaspis Stensio is invalid, being a ju n io r synonym of Cephalaspis. A fter his re tire m e n t, W hite, w ith (1935, p. 440) , w ith W h ite 's c o n c u rre n c e , h ad e sta b lish e d th a t th e w e st-c o u n try fossil, th o u g h co n g en eric w ith T r a q u a ir 's species, P. anglicus, was n o t a tru e Psammosteus. A cco rd in g ly , W ills h ad placed b o th in a su p p o sed ly new genus, Phialaspis w ith Cyathaspis symondsi L a n k e ste r as ty p e-sp e cie s, b u t th is took no acco u n t of th e actio n of K ia e r (1932) w ho h ad e rected th e g enus Traquairaspis on a species n early related to P. symondsi. W h ite (50) disco v ered th a t th e re w ere tw o '
P h i a l a s p i s' species associated w ith th e '
L im e s to n e s ' and in a later p a p e r (62), he claim ed th a t one of these, Traquairaspis pococki(50), really c h a ra c te riz e d stra ta d ire c tly below those yield in g T. symondsi. W h ite (62) also in tro d u c e d th e tw o Traquairaspis fau n as into the ten ta tiv e zonal schem e m e n tio n e d above w h e n dealing w ith th e P te ra sp id s. It sh o u ld be ad d ed th a t in 1963, W h ite (108) again red e sc rib e d th e only S c o ttish P te ra sp id c o m m e n tin g , 'W h a t is in te re stin g is th a t P. mitchelli sh o u ld o ccu r at a ll'; he also gave his view s on life m o v em e n t of in d iv id u al P te ra sp id s.
S h o rtly before th e w ar five im p e rfe c t D ev o n ian fishes fro m A u stra lia w ere sen t to the M u se u m for iden tificatio n . T h e y had been w e a th ere d n a tu ra lly from th e ir m assive lim esto n e m a trix and had b een casually picked up as cu rio sities by a local sheep farm er fro m th e area of th e B u rrin ju c k D am , a b o u t 35 m iles n o rth w e st of C a n b e rra . W h ite re cognized th e m as A rth ro d ire s b u t it was n o t un til 1952 th a t his d e scrip tio n of th e m ap p e are d (69). T w o o th e r b u t q u ite d ifferent sp ecim en s had been collected years before and it was d ecid ed to send H . A. T o o m b s in 1955, w ith a ra th e r sm all G o d m a n F u n d g ra n t, to try to find m o re m aterial. T h a n k s to gen ero u s help w ith m ap s and a rra n g e m en ts for acco m m o d atio n from D r Id a B row ne, w ho h ad been w o rk in g on b rac h io p o d s from the B u rrin ju c k region, T o o m b s had a very su ccess ful trip . So m u ch so th a t he w as sent again to A u stra lia in 1963 w ith a su b sta n tia l g ran t from th e L e v e rh u lm e T ru s t; he b ro u g h t back som e 500 sp ecim en s in clu d in g fishes from th e U p p e r D ev o n ian G ogo n o d u les of W e ste rn A u stra lia . T h e new ly collected sp ecim en s fro m th e L o w er D e v o n ia n of N ew S o u th W ales w ere all e m b e d d e d in th e ir lim esto n e m a trix , and th e ir d e v e lo p m e n t w ith acetic acid was a long and delicate p ro cess, b u t W h ite , a fte r his re tire m e n t, p ro d u c e d tw o im p o rta n t p a p e rs (120, 122) It m ay be recalled th a t in 1939 J. R. N o rm a n read a p a p e r to the L in n e a n S ociety d e scrib in g th e fish recen tly ca u g h t off E ast L o n d o n , S o u th A frica and later called Latim eria, w h ich belo n g ed to the fam ily C o e lacan th id ae, a fam ily th o u g h t to have becom e e x tin c t over 60 m illion years ago in C retaceo u s tim es. In the d iscu ssio n th a t follow ed, W h ite categ o rized the discovery as th e m o st im p o rta n t in system atic zoology since A. G u n th e r 's reco g n itio n th a t the A u stra lia n B a rra m u n d i was one of th e su p p o sed ly e x tin c t C e ra to d o n t lung-fishes. T h e lung-fishes form ed th e su b ject of W h ite 's so m ew h at quizzical yet c o n su m m a te p resid en tial ad d re ss to the L in n e a n S ociety (115).
N o m e n c l a t u r e In the few years before the w ar, p re p a ra tio n for p u b lic a tio n of S. A. N e a v e 's Nomenclator Zoologicus (a lexicon of generic nam es)
to th e Z oological S ociety som e in ad eq u acies of the b ib lio g ra p h ic coverage of th a t S o c iety 's an nual Zoological Record', in co n seq u en ce, the h e rp e to lo gist, M alcolm S m ith , the th en e d ito r of the periodical, rec ru ite d several new reco rd ers for the 1938 and later volum es. W hereas I was rec ru ite d to take over the e x tin ct class T rilo b ita , W h ite was b ro u g h t in to take re sp o n sib ility for fossils in th e Pisces class ( (43) (44) (45) , and they p ro p o se d nomina nova w here a p p ro p ria te . F lig h t L ie u te n a n t M o y -T h o m a s h ad several useful p u b lic a tio n s on C a rb o n ife ro u s fossil fishes to his nam e and p ro m ise d a b rillia n t fu tu re b u t he d ied as a re su lt o f an accid en t in 1944. W h ite p e rp e tu a te d his m em o ry by an im ag in ativ e and p h ilo so p h ical d e scrip tio n of th e p ro b le m atic a l late S ilu rian A g n a th a n fish Jam oytius, n am ed , as he p u t it, a fter 'th e solver of m an y p a la e o ic h th ic p ro b le m s ' (51). W h ite was also involved, w ith H . W . Ball, in an a p p lic atio n to the In te rn a tio n a l C o m m issio n on Zoological N o m e n c la tu re for th e v alid atio n of th e nam e Rhinopteraspis Jaekel 1919 (82, 89).
L e a r n e d s o c i e t i e s U n til after th e w ar W h ite took little p a rt in a d m in iste rin g th e affairs of th e learn ed or q u a si-le a rn e d societies o f w h ich he w as a s u b sc rib in g m e m b e r, a lth o u g h he h ad tw o spells as a p e rc e p tiv e co u n c illo r o f the P a laeo n to g rap h ical Society; a fter th e w ar he served th a t council again fro m 1950 to 1954 and as a V ic e -P re sid e n t fro m 1968 to 1973. In 1945, how ever, W h ite was p e rsu a d e d by his close frie n d , M alco lm S m ith , to take on fro m 1946 th e se cre ta ry sh ip of th e Ray S ociety, a p u b lish in g society chiefly relatin g to B ritish fau n a and flora. It had had the sam e officers for over tw en ty years and its m e m b e rsh ip h ad sunk to one h u n d re d ; E. S. B ristow e had been secretary for a few m o n th s b u t had had to give up. O ne volum e a year was su p p o sed to be issued b u t w hen W h ite took over th e re w ere no m a n u sc rip ts and, d e sp ite th e s u b sc rip tio n b eing only one p o u n d , th ere was little in te rest. By h a rd w ork, w h ich in clu d e d e d itin g all the volum es, bo tan ical and zoological, W h ite in creased th e m e m b e rsh ip to over 400 and p ro d u c e d a reg u la r series of significant w orks before he re tire d from th e post; he becam e the S o c ie ty 's P re sid e n t from 1956 to 1959 and th e re a fte r an h o n o rary V ic e -P re sid e n t for life. H e was C h a irm a n of the S ystem atics A ssociation fro m 1955 to 1958. H e served on th e councils of th e follow ing societies: G eological from 1949 to 1953 and from 1956 to 1960 (V ice -P resid e n t, 1957-60) , Zoological from 1959 to 1963 and L in n e a n fro m 1956 to 1959. H e was P re sid e n t of th e last-n a m ed society from 1964 to 1967. H e a tte n d e d tw o In te rn a tio n a l G eological C ongresses overseas: one in M oscow in 1937, w here he received kindly tre a tm e n t from the R ussian a u th o rities, and one in In d ia in 1964-65 ; the In d ia n C ongress he fo u n d scientifically arid; he h a rd ly saw a fossil in th e field, e ith e r on the n o rth P u n ja b excursion before or in th e A ssam ex cu rsio n afterw ard s; the h ig h lig h t of the latter was rh in o cero s h u n tin g w ith a cam era.
T h e K e e p e r s h i p W h ite was m ade D e p u ty K e e p e r in th e G eology D e p a rtm e n t in 1938 w hen W . N . E d w ard s succeeded W . D . L an g as K eep er. In 1955, w hen in tu rn E d w a rd s re tire d , W h ite took over and in th a t year th e nam e of the d e p a rtm e n t w as ch a n g ed to P alaeo n to lo g y . In th e follow ing year, a fter d isc u ssio n s b e tw e en W h ite and F ra n k D ixey, an a rra n g e m e n t was m ad e b e tw e en th e M u se u m T ru s te e s and th e C olonial Office th a t, in re tu rn for quick id en tifica tio n s of fossils collected by th e D ire c to ra te of O verseas G eological S u rv ey s, th e M u se u m sh o u ld be p aid su b sta n tia l g ran ts for th e e m p lo y m e n t o f a d d itio n a l staff. T h e g ra n ts w ere ren ew ed for several years and finally th e p o sts w ere a d d e d to th e M u s e u m 's p e rm a n e n t staff to th e m ate ria l adv an tag e o f th e d e p a rtm e n t.
A s K e e p e r, W h ite m ad e efforts to e n su re th a t his staff m ain ta in e d a reaso n ab le balance b e tw e en rese a rc h and c u ra tio n , w h ich did no t in v a ri ably e n d e a r him to his staff. H e left to his successor as K e e p e r, H . W . Ball (1926-) , the tasks o f p la n n in g th e new b u ild in g on the so u th e a st side of th e M u se u m w h ich has b een b ro u g h t into b ein g by his in itiative, also of p la n n in g and su p e rv isin g th e im p ro v e m e n ts in ex h ib itin g the collec tion s. In his P erso n al R eco rd , he w ro te of his satisfaction at th e q u ality and n u m b e r of th e y o u n g scientific staff th a t had been re c ru ite d and he a d d e d a p ro p h ec y th a t the d e p a rtm e n t w ould be as well served and at least as well officered as w hen he cam e in to it. O n his re tire m e n t from the K e e p e rship of th e B .M .(N .H .) P alaeontology D e p a rtm e n t in 1966 and from the P resid en cy of th e L in n e a n S ociety in th e follow ing year, th a t Society p re se n te d him w ith its 'first-e v e r' F e stsc h rift; this c o m p rised 20 p ap ers fro m 22 of his fellow -w orkers; it was e d ited by C. P a tte rso n , his successor in charge of th e M u s e u m 's fossil fishes, and by P. H . G reen w o o d , later F .R .S . and P re sid e n t of the L in n e a n Society. In 1970 W h ite was aw arded th a t S o c iety 's G o ld M edal. A fter he retire d , th an k s to P ro fesso r P. A llen, F .R .S ., W h ite was m ade 'V isiting R esearch G e o lo g ist' en ab lin g him to c o n tin u e his researches in the G eology D e p a rtm e n t of R eading U n iv e r sity; in 1981 the title was changed to 'H o n o ra ry R esearch F e llo w '.
A list follow s of som e of the zoological taxa nam ed after W hite: Mustelus whitei C appetta, 1976, shark 1955 Tyriaspis whitei H ein tz, 1967, cephalaspid P e r s o n a l i t y W h ite w as a little over six feet tall, g o o d -lo o k in g , h e a lth y , w e ll-d resse d , s h o rt-sig h te d , clearly spoken and fo rth rig h t in speech, th o u g h n o t w ith o u t w it. In his early years he has b een d e sc rib e d as su p e rc ilio u s, aggressive and u n c o m p ro m isin g , in fact The Times o b itu a ris t sta te d th a t he w as 'ra th e r a w ild y o u n g m an , ce rtain ly an e n th u sia st, b u t in m any w ays so m e th in g of a th o rn in th e side of th e m o re c o n v en tio n al e sta b lish m e n t of th e d a y ___ H is g ru ff a n d o ft-tim e s fierce e x te rio r m ad e h im seem so m e th in g of an irascible ty ra n t, b u t his b a rk w as w orse th an his b ite '. A lth o u g h he was n o t u n iv ersally liked by his ju n io r staff each m e m b e r h ad resp ect for his scientific ab ility and in te g rity . D e sp ite the d e ro g a to ry c o m m e n ts, he h ad m an y frie n d s b u t few in tim a tes; in later years fo rm e r colleagues looked on h im as a b e n e v o le n t p a tria rc h . M r H . A. T o o m b s tells m e th a t w h en his d a u g h te r Je n n ife r was b o rn , W h ite sent a large b u n c h of flow ers to T o o m b s 's w ife a n d he su g g e ste d th a t th e d a u g h te r sh o u ld be n a m e d P te ra sp a . T h e n e a re st th e T o o m b s p a re n ts got to th a t was to p u sh h e r p ram over th e Black M o u n ta in s , the bab y w ed g ed in by P te ra sp id s.
W h ite h ad th e d istin c tio n , rec o rd e d p rev io u sly , n o t only of h av in g a o n e -lin e le tte r in the c o rre sp o n d e n c e co lu m n s of The e n t th a t 'It is h o p e d th a t in th e h u rry th e se rv a n t has n o t left too m u c h d u st u n d e r th e stratal c a rp e t'. D r Ball recalls th a t w hen W h ite took h im as a y o u n g m an to a m ee tin g of the L o n d o n G eological S ociety, he rem a rk e d th a t the room w as filled w ith 'th e e m in e n t and im m in e n t'. W h ite was tw ice m a rrie d , firstly in 1933 to B arbara G la d w y n C h ris tian; th e m arriag e en d e d in divorce in 1940 and she died in 1969. W h en he was w ith th e M in istry of H e a lth at R ead in g at the end of 1943, th e new w elfare officer, M iss M a rg a re t C lare (Jane) F aw cett, becam e a m e m b e r of his fire -fig h tin g team ; th e y w ere m a rrie d in th e follow ing Ju n e ; she was th e d a u g h te r of T . C. F a w c e tt of B olton A b b e y , Y o rk sh ire , an d was a B ach elo r of C o m m e rc e (L e ed s). T h e y lived first at B u rc h e tts ' G re e n , n e a r M a id e n h e a d , th e n at T ile h u r s t, N o r th S toke (n ear B enson), and finally at G o r in g -o n -T h a m e s . B oth w ere fo u n d e r m e m b e rs o f th e R e a d in g 'B ir d ' S ociety. W h ite re c o rd s th a t th e peak o f his life was w hen 'A d am , o u r one and only p ro d u c t of a m an im age, m ad e his a p p e ara n ce a fter eleven y ears o f m a rrie d life'. A d am is C u ra to r of F in e A rts at th e L e e d s C ity M u se u m ; Ja n e d ied su d d e n ly on 14 S e p te m b e r 1985.
E rro l W h ite died o f c an cer at th e W a llin g fo rd C o m m u n ity H o sp ita l on 11 Ja n u a ry 1985.
A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s F o r h elp in co m p ilin g th is a cco u n t I am g rate fu l to E rro l for his P erso n al R eco rd and to th e late M rs Jan e W h ite . I also th a n k D r H . W . Ball fo r m u c h in fo rm a tio n ; likew ise D r P. L . T h e p h o to g ra p h re p ro d u c e d was taken in 1956 by W a lter S to n e m a n . 
